INTR OD VCTION.                             21
of Edessa, which had been surrendered to him by the inhabitants, who were mostly of the Armenian race. According to an Eastern chronicler the following event took place in the year 494 (A.D. 1101). A Turkish chief named Sokman collected, in the neighbouring city of Seriij, a body of Turkomans and prepared to inarch against the Franks. The latter advanced to meet him, and the army of Sokman was put to flight. The Franks advanced against Seruj, laid siege to it? took it, and put to the sword the men capable of bearing arms. The women were made slaves, the place was plundered, and only those of the inhabitants escaped who sought safety in flight.
Some time after, Hariri, being in the mosque of the Benu Haram, in the quarter of Basra where he livedf observed an old man enter in worn garments, and with all the marks of poverty. He had the wallet of a foot traveller, and had evidently come from afar. Abu'l Kasim cAbdallah, the son of Hariri, who tells the story, says, " The company asked him whence he came; he answered, c From Seruj :' asked concerning his Itinyeh or byename, he answered that it was Abu Zayd." This wanderer had excited the curiosity of the company by the fluency and eloquence of his address, in which he had related the destruction of his city, the loss of his daughter, and his own exile and beggary. Hariri went home and wrote what is now the forty-eighth Assembly, in which he describes this incident. In this Assembly7 which bears the name of Haramiyeh, the usual order of narration is reversed; for Abft Zayd is his own Eawi, and Harith, son of Hammam, is introduced incidentally. Abu Zayd is made to say that he had long wished to